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War.

JT is only for the purpose of reass'uring

our friends that it seems necessary
to make mention in this periodical of the
Russo-Japanese war. Its ravages are

. not falling upon us and do not seem
likely to do so. While it has been
thought best in some instances for

women and phildren to remove from
their stations.to points more distant from
the armies, thjs measure has been taken
purely as one of precaution against a

possibility not regarded as an impending
danger. The Korean Christians in some
localities have however been great suf-

ferers from the ill treatment accorded
them by the soldiers of either army, and
this has caused many of them to abandon
their homes and take flight to regions
beyond the line ot march.

These changes have occurred only in

the north, while conditions in the sta-

tions iu the southern half of the penin-
sula and in Seoul are described as abso-

lutely unchanged so far as the main
lines of the prosecution of missionary
Work are involved. The rise in prices

of all descriptions is quite another mat-
ter. But in Pyeng Yang, in Syen
Chyen, in Song Do, in Wonsan, and in

Song Chin there has been a disturbance
of the ordinary working conditions,

varying from a mere delay of projected

itinerating trips to an absolute cessation

of work. This, be it understood, is due
largely to the alarm and flight of Korean
hearers and not to any constraint put
upon the missionaries themselves. Never-
theless the removal of most of the ladies

and children from Syen Chyen was in

accordance with the advice of the

American Minister.

There are two thoughts which arise in

the mind of the missionary who dwells

upon these facts. First, that the scatter-

ing of Christians, hardships though it

brings to them as individuals, will be
most beneficent as a means of propagat-
ing the Gospel. Iu 1894 the com-ing of

the Japanese army to Pyeng Yang and
before it that of the Chinese arm}’ caus-

ed the dispersal of the small band of

Christians already gathered there. Flee-

ing, each family to a separate village,

they carried the Gospel seed to as many
different regions, thus inaugurating much,
of the work we so rejoice in at the

present time. Nothing less is expected
under God’s leading from the circum-
stances that exist once more to-day.

Many are enquiring whether it is safe

for the missionaries to remain at their

posts; whether they ought not all to be

withdrawn and the work abandoned
until the conflict is decided. Such
enquiries do not arise among the force

upon the field. They would as soon ex-

pect to hear them from the relatives of the

combatting soldiers. There are Christ-

ians to be cared for. There are souls

to be won for Christ. And, as not long
since in China, the period is one of in-

creased opportunity. P'urthermore their

own safety is not endangered and iu

many instances their circumstances are

wholly unaffected. So assured are they

of the demand the Master is making,
they have no hesitation in urging with
redoubled insistence the call already
issued for an unexampled reinforcement
of their numbers at the earliest possible

date. Let those who rely on the power
of prayer pay heed and uuite according-
ly before the Throne.

IN THE RIVER COUNTIES.

Report of Dr. H. G. Underwood, Nov-

ember 16th., 1903.

^ince the last meeting of the station

the regular routine work has been
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done, but after Mr. Gale’s return it was
found that the Board of Translators

could not commence it’s regular ses-

sions for a couple of weeks. Under
these circumstances I seized the oppor-
tunity of making a trip to Tong Jin and
Kim Po and going as far as Pong Duk
and Song Do. The Tong Jin and Kim
Po sections have been without any real

direction since my leaving for America
two years ago. It was therefore with
not a few misgivings that we made our
plans to visit these fields and expected
to find that no small number had fallen

away. It should also be borne in mind
that during the time of my absence the
famine had severely affected these dis-

tricts, so much so that whole villages

had migrated to other parts of the
country. Not a few in so doing ex-

pected that this would be but a tempo-
rary change, but some, it is expected,
will not come back. After they had
passed through these serious troubles

we hardly knew what to expect.

We were very much rejoiced, when
we found how staunch was the faith of

so many of the people of these sections.

Extreme discipline was administered in

one case, where one of the younger
men had fallen into serious crime aud
was a fugitive from justice. The only
other case whe're discipline was admin-
istered was that of a young member of

the church who, being unable to obtain
employment in a Christian home, had
hired himself to a man who refuses to let

him attend services. We were unable to

see the man to admonish him directly

ourselves, but we suspended him for six

mouths and urged the native leaders to

strive with the brother and the Christ-

ians to earnestly pray for him. We ask

that the prayers of the members of the

station may be offered up for these two
that they may be fully won back to the

fold. With these two exceptions we
were rejoiced to find that all the Christ-

ians had been standing firm, and a

large number presented themselves for

baptism.
At Kel Poui, our oldest station here,

we met the Christians from this place

and Chul Mai. Forty-one applied for

admission to the church, most of whom
had been believers for from five to three

years. Out of this number twenty-four

were received into the church, sixteen

were admitted into the catechumenate,
and one was asked to wait. The com-
pany at Chul Mai, about six miles from
Kel Poni, having lost it’s leader by re-

moval, meets now with the people of
Kel Poni, under the care of leader Yu
Kong Sun. This man continues to shuw
commendable ability aud zeal for the
Master Time will not allow that we give
the experiences of many in this place.

Our next stop was at Ko Johni in

the Sa magistracy, where I had been
permitted just before leaving for Am-
erica to receive a large number of cate-

chumens. Of the catechumens that
were received at that time not a few
were forced to remove during the famine
aud have not come back. Those that
have come back report that most of

them are identifying themselves with
the church work in the places to which
they have gone. In this place however
thirty applied for baptism, and although
all of them had beeu believers for from
three to five years, and most of them
had been in the catechumenate for two
years, only 17 were ready for baptism
and the other 13 were left in the cate-

churaenate. It was indeed encourag-
ing to see the strong faith of these young
Christians, and yet it was pitiful to note
the lack of instruction in many of the

simplest truths of Christianity that

these people had had.

From here we went five miles further

on to Ko Um Talui, where God has
raised up an earnest young man by the

name of Yuu Pok Hyun, who has been
a Christian for over three years. He
has been very zealous in the study of the

Word, has attended Bible classes in Seoul
and in the country, and the result was a

marked difference between the appli-

cants here aud at the previous place.

Twelve applied for baptism here, of

whom ten were admitted and two put in

the catechumenate.
We next came to the Christian village

of Sam Chok Dong, which, with Ko Um
Talni, are both in the county of Tong
Chin. In this village all the people are

Christians, and it was here that the

work in this county began. From this

church went out the influences that

started the work at Ko Johni and Ko
Um Talni, which have since been set

apart as separate congregations, and
they are now looking after the starting
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of work at Ku Ji, Twai Ryung Kol, Sa
Puri, aud Ma Gun Po. People from all

these places look upon Sam Chok Dong
as their church, but the people of this

place feel that, as the work growTs in

each of these places, they will have to

be set apart as separate stations. From
these places we examined 29 candidates,

of whom 11 were admitted to the cate-

chumenate and 18 baptized. All this

wwk in Tong Chin is under the care of

leader Shin Wha Sun. The people of

these places appreciate very much his

services and the good they have received.

It is very evident from their appreciable

knowledge of Scripture and the plan of
* salvation. The work at Sa Puri was
the result of the strong faith of the

daughter of brother Kim Chi Sok of

Kim Po, who married into one of these

families. When they found that she
was a Christian they abused her almost
unmercifully, threatening to turn her
out of the house if she did not give up
her faith. This young, timid, Korean
bride, by her faithful living, has won her
mother-in-law and their family to the

faith of Christ.

At Ma Gun Po there is just one man
and his wife w'ho are believers and who
walk every Sunday forty li to church
and back. The man was turned out of

his home for his belief and dragged
through the streets by his hair because
he would not give up Christianity, and
was severely beaten by his father and
brother, yet when in the course of his

examination he was asked whether he
had suffered anything for Christ, he as-

serted that he had suffered nothing. At
first we thought that perhaps we had
been misinformed, but when we named
difficulties and asked definitely, he ac-

knowledged that he had been the suf-

ferer, but asked how he could call that

suffering when he thought of what
Christ had suffered for him.
From this point we crossed the river

at Putig Duk, where there was a Metho-
dist church that was unanimously asking
to be allowed to become Presbyterian.
I had written to Mr. Cram of the M. E.
Church, South, within whose jurisdic-

tion the church came, asking him to

meet me there. This he was unable to

do, but he sent a colporter to hear all

that could be heard. It soon developed,
as in fact we already knew, that the

church was the result of the efforts of

some Presbyterians and that when
they came under the care of the'

Mission in Song Do they were under
the impression that it was ail the one
church. In addition to this there was a
feeling that they had not been treated

quite fairly, and before the native col-

porter sent by Mr. Cram they definitely

asserted that they could no longer re-

main in the Methodist Church. I urged
upon them the necessity of remaining
where they were, owing to the very fact

that some of them felt that they had
been mistreated. At first they pos-

itively refused to listen to anjr such sug-
gestion, but after prayer and conference
they agreed to remain as they were. It

was a matter of great consolation to

note the Christian spirit with which the

conference was conducted and the wray
in which these men, who had fully made
up their minds as to the plan of action,

were willing to surrender their plans
and to give up their ideas simply for the

sake of Christ and for His Church
Hence we went on to Song Do to the

church at O Jung Mun which has been
for several years under the care of

Brother Moore. This church suffered

not a little from the fact that its leader

had gone to Hawaii, as it left the church
for some months without a leader. E
Tong Suk and family however have been
quite active in the work and here there

were nine applicants, of whom seven
were baptized and two were left iu the
catechumenate. Several of the other
catechumens were admonished, aud it

seems as though this little group was
about to take on new life.

We spent one and a half days at Song
Do city, where, for the better mainte-
nance of the work in the whole county,
we' ought to organize a group.
From here we went to Quaug Jun Ni,

forty li north, and here agaiu there

were nine applicants, of whom six were
baptized and three left iu the catechu-

menate.
Thence we went to the magistracy of

Pong Duk, where the magistrate was a

friend and had promised to loan us a hall

as a preaching place if we would come.
Here for three days services were held

and considerable interest was manifest-

ed. We left three or four young
Christians to look after the seed that
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had been sown, and we feel confident

that there will be results ere long. This
whole section seemed more ready for

the Gospel than ever before. It is full

of thriving villages where the people

seem ready to listen, and I am confident

that a good vigorous campaign would
show big ingatherings almost at once.

*

During the whole trip there were 130
applicants, of whom 82 were baptized
and 48 put in the catechumenate. I

want permission from the station to

employ two colporters, one on each side

of the river, for two or three months
during the winter.

A YEAR OF COUNTRY CLASSES.

From Annual Report of Miss
Margaret Best, September, 1903 .

December, at the close of our train-

ing class in Pyeng Yang, I went to

Cha Chai, where a little more than a

year before I had held a class which was
small in attendance and not very inspiring
in character. A change had evidently
been taking place during the year, for

this time women came from places far

and near, those from a distance bringing
their food with them and stayiug in the
homes of the Christians. One young
woman who last year was so afraid of us
that she fled to the shelter of the house
whenever she saw us, and whom Pak Si,

the Bible woman, persuaded with' great
difficulty to listen as she tried to tell her
of the Gospel, came to study and told us
that she had lately been received as a

catechumen, having had a mind to be-

lieve ever since the day Pak Si had tried

so hard to persuade her to listen. Fifty-

five women were enrolled, and most of

that number studied for a week. Near-
ly all of them could read, but of the
majority it might be said that their

knowledge of the Bible was very meager.
Some of them however have what is even
better than a good knowledge of the
Bible. One woman, with the marks of

hard toil on face and hands, when asked
the catechism question, “How can we
know God?” without a moment’s hesi-

tation answered in her own words
“Through His Spirit,” infinitely better

than the answer in the catechism, which
is ‘‘By seeing the work of His hands and
by reading His Word.”

It was at this class that two women

from Pan Suk, about 70 li away, begged,
eutreated, and almost compelled me to
promise that we would go home with
them before returning to Pyeng Yang,
saying that there were nearly a hundred
women in that locality who were either
professed Christians or who wanted to
know more about the new religion.
They asked for a class for the benefit of
these women and especially for the
benefit and pleasure of one old woman
whose story they told. She lived by
herself in a poor little house near Pan
Suk. She had heard the Gospel from
some one, had gone in to Pan Suk to a

church service, and while there had
obtained a hymn-book. Though she *

couldn’t read a word, she learned one
verse of a hymn that day by having it

repeated to her and came back the next
Sabbath knowihg it perfectly. She did

this each Sabbath, the women kindly
teaching her verse by verse, until she
knew three hymns, the Halelujah Song,
The Lord Will Provide, and Nearer, My
God, to Thee Every Sabbath, the wo-
men said, this old lady, bent almost
double with the weight of years, came to

church, sometimes having to wade
streams to get there. Later she was ex-

amined for baptism and baptized, they
said, not because she knew a great deal

about the Bible, but because she had been
taught by the Holy Spirit. It was hard

to refuse the request of these women for

a class, just as it is hard to refuse many
similar requests that are made during the

year.

The people of Cha Chai were very-

cordial in their welcome. Living iu this

way among Koreans gives one an

opportunity to learn that their hospitality

is often of the truest, finest* type. On
my arrival I was taken to the house of

the Leader of the church and told that

I was to be entertained there. The
Leader, his wife, and two children went
to a neighbor’s house to sleep, the wife

coming to the kitchen at meal times to

prepare the food for the family, which

she carried over to the neighbor’s house

for them to eat. They gave up, not a

guest room, but their home to me for a

week, and they did it as a matter of

course with not a word or look to sug-

gest that they were conferring a favor.

The house consisted of only one room
about 8 by7 10 feet and a dark kitchen
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with mud floor and walls, but it was all

the home they had, and as Korean homes
go it was a very comfortable one, the

living room having a door and one win-

dow freshly papered to let in the light,

and the walls also papered, making it

cheerful and clean. And best of all, it

was warm.
February 6th. the class at Han Chun

began. It was attended by 49 women.
They met for study in the fine new
church building, pleasantly located on a

hill at the edge of the town. They had
partitioned off two small rooms at the

end of the building with the useful

cornstalking and covered the cornstalks

with fresh paper. The}’ took great

pride in saying that the rooms had been
prepared especially for the use of the

missionaries. I took possession of the

pleasant rooms and the women and
babies from a distance occupied the rest

of the building. A quiet hour during
the day and most' of the night was not

to be had, but the women seemed to

like to have me near them and I enjoyed
their company and was certainly fur-

nished with more entertainment of a

varied sort than if I had been settled in

a quieter place. The class was held at

the New Year season, when Korean
women have a holiday from household
duties and commonly sjiend the time in

visiting each other and in making offer-

ings to the spirits. For several days the

church was thronged with sight-seers,

none of whom left without first having
had the opportunity at least to hear of

the One who is able to release them from
bondage to spirits and make them serve

the living God. Some of them listened

and some of them mocked.
It is interesting to notice how, even

in their recreations, the thoughts of the

Koreans seem to run alpng the line of

their new religion. On Wednesday
evening after church prayer-meeting the

Leader announced that the men of the

congregation would stay for a debate.

An invitation was extended to the

women on the other side of the curtain

to stay and listen. I went to my room
but through the thin walls could hear
all that was said. The Leader an-

nounced as the subject for discussion

“Must we believe to know, or must we
know to believe?’’ It was debated with
spirit, even by the small school boys,

165

who evidently had prepared their

speeches. As they talked I could hear
the men quietly laughing with amuse-
ment at the fiery speeches of the little

fellows. The women, of course, kept
quiet while the men were talking, but
they were thiukiug their own thoughts
and in the small hours of the night I

had the benefit of them. One would say
“Of course we must believe to know

;
if

we didn’t believe, would we have taken
the trouble to learn to read and to study
the Bible that teaches us to know God?’’
Another would reply “No, we must
know before we can believe. If the
missionaries hadn’t come and taught us,

could we have known what or how to

believe?” Then a sensible sister Settled

the matter by stating that it was her
conviction that both were right; and
the women, apparently' contented, drop-

ped off to sleep. The subject announced
for the next discussion was “Be not

unequally yoked with unbelievers.”

February 17th. found a number of

women at Cha San assembled for a class.

The enrollment reached 53. There were
some new women among the number,
one woman particularly interesting me.
She came from Uti San, where she said

she and her family were the only
believers until about a year ago. She
seemed to be a woman of spirit and one
worth teaching for the good she might
do to others. One day a woman was
giving a customary excuse, “I don't
know how to read the Bible, and so I am
a weak Christian.” This woman inter-

rupted with “I don’t know how either,

but I’ve come here to learn.” She had
learned a little, and at the close of the
class could read quite well.

The wife of the Leader, Yun, who for

several years had never done more than
to call to see me once during my' stay

and who had always shown an indif

ference that was more discouraging than
opposition, I found this time wonder-
fully changed. She not only came to

study every day, but she had learned to

read and was one of the most interested

women present. The Christian lives of

her husband and young daughter had
little by little influenced her to a desire

to become a Christian. She seemed to

have new life within her, making what
had been an apathetic, uninteresting

face animated and quick to reflect her
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feeling of interest in what she read and
heard. Such faces are a better testi-

mony to the power of the Gospel than
all the words that can be uttered.

The teaching at these classes has been
from the Gospels, Acts, selected portions

of Ephesians and Romans, and lessons

from the catechism and from Mr.
Torrey’s book,"What the BibleTeaches. ’ ’

Memory verses have been learned and
recited each day at the close of the
morning devotional hour by young and
old, whether they were able to read or
not. Some practical talks have been
given on such subjects as Sabbath obser-

vance, helping each other, carefulness
in speech, &c. The women have re-

ceived great benefit from the unselfish,

devoted work of Pak Si, and they show
their appreciation of what she does for

them in many pleasant, friendly ways.
Pak Si and different church leaders

have helped in the teaching, thus mak-
ing it possible to divide the women
into classes according to what they
know and so provide instruction to

each class adapted to their understand-
ing.

These yearly classes in the country
reveal some interesting facts. One is

that among those women who first be-

lieved there have been very few who
have fallen away. Classes today are

largely made up of the women who at-

tended the first classes several years ago.

It has been the steadfastness of these early

believers that has commended Christ-

ianity to hundreds of others. Another
noticeable thing is that many of the

later converts display as much zeal in

proclaiming the Gospel as did the earlier

believers. There are Korean women
who may never have heard Paul’s words,

“Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel,’’

yet the same spirit is theirs and few pass

from their presence without hearing the

story of salvation. At the Han Chun
class, when heathen women in companies
of tens and twenties came to the church
at any hour that suited their con-

venience to see the foreign woman, five

women of the class, without a word of

suggestion from the missionary, gave
their time to talking to these sight-seers.

Other women besides spoke a word as

they were able and still others might be

seen in the crowded room sitting quietly

with head bowed in prayer that the words
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spoken might be blessed to those who
heard.

At these classes one can see also what
a power the Bible is coming to be to

some of the women. At the Whang Ju
class a woman told of the nephew who
last year scoffed at her for being a Christ-
ian and threw her books into the fire.

“He still scoffs at the Christians,” she
said, “but he reads the Bible now. and
that is a great deal to be thankful for

;

because” she added, with shining eyes
of faith, “can any one read it without
coming to believe?” Such women are
worth teaching.

Another important factor revealed by
these classes is that there is a large
number of bright young girls, eager for

more knowledge, for whom no oppor-
tunities have as yet been prbvided aside
from these Bible classes in the country,
the two training classes in Pyeng Yang,
and several primary schools of very
crude character. At some of the coun-
try classes there have been as many as
ten or fifteen such girls in attendance.
Two more single women workers are
needed before much can be done toward
providing further educational advantages
for these girls.

BOY’S PRIMARY SCHOOLS, PYENG
YANG.

From Annual Report of Dr. W. M.
Baird

,
September

,
1903.

'J'he two schools at the Mission com-
pound, like the Siamese twins, be-

ing unable to get apart, have continued
in their former crowded quarters. Now,
however, the patrons are planning to

build or purchase at once two new
school buildings on a higher and
healthier site.

The enrollment this year has been
1 13, the attendance ranging from 60 to

80 daily. Absences and tardinesses are

rare. The teachers have difficulty in

properly controlling and instructing all

the pupils, and, could the people afford

it, efficiency requires that other teach-

ers be added. Instruction has been
given by one teacher and for a part of

each day by pupil teachers from the

Academy, amounting to the services of

two persons and almost half the time of

another. The instruction given has

been good, and the pupils have made
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good progress. Boys and men from the

country who could not enter the Acade-

my were in constant attendance. In

the highest class eleven pupils were en-

rolled, eight of whom graduated, this

being the second class which has

graduated since the system of grading
has been in operation.

Parents’ meetings have beeu contin-

ued during the year with more or less

irregularity, the attempt being made at

these meetings to educate the parents,

as well as to secure from them more
liberal support of the schools.

Teacher Kim has long beeu outgrown
by the schools, the standard of instruc-

tion having been kept up by the teach-

ing of the pupil teachers from the

Academy. Had it been possible to se-

cure one, another teacher would have
been placed in charge before this.

The salary paid to the teachers is Very
insufficient and must be increased before

we can hope to get and retain the
most efficient teachers. One good
teacher, a former pupil in the Academy,
who taught half of each day and worked
the other half in the press room, be-

came dissatisfied with the salary he was
receiving and decided to go to America.
He finally decided to remain in Korea,
but was lost to the school.

The total expenses of the school
amounted to 1964.81 nyang, or 209 yen,
of which the patrons gave 1219. 12, or a

little less than two thirds. Since sal-

aries and all other expenes will be in-

creased • next year, I request from the
Mission enough to cover one half of the
running expenses of the two schools,

which is the proportion allowed by our
Mission Rules.

One incident of the school is worthy of

note. The patrons being poor have found
it difficult to supply the bare necessities

and have been utterly unable to sup-
ply any apparatus. The pupils, feeling

the need of blackboards, maps, aud furn-
ishings, circulated a paper among former
pupils from the country and others of

some means, securing as a result con-
tributions to the amount of ninety
nyang, which they gave to the trustees

to be invested in some furnishings
necessary to the pursuance of their

advanced studies. Much more equip-

ment is needed which is not likely to

be soon supplied.

As in the past, the pupils are princi-

pally from Christian homes, and many of

them are professing Christians. Yet, with
the growth of efficiency in the schools
there is also an increasing number of

applicauts from non-Christian families.

THE COST OF A CHURCH.

From Annual Report of Rev. H. M.
Bruen, September

,
1903.

on my last trip south to Chung Do I

met with the famine problem. This
fertile valley, I am told, does not fail to

yield a good crop once in twenty years
;

but, as everywhere this year, the barley

was diseased, aud even this was render-

ed a total loss by a hail storm a month
before harvest. It swept the whole
valley for a distance of fifteen miles in a

belt a mile wide clean of everything save

six inches of headless straw. At Pung-
kak they had during the winter by
straining every nerve succeeded in build-

ing a very nice church. The leader,

deacou, and one other member had
pledged themselves to raise fifty nyang.
The leader sold some fields, w'hich he
contributed. One member, in tearing

dowm an old wall, came upon a buried

crock containing considerable money,
from which he contributed. Our oldest

Christian in the province is this leader’s

mother, now past eight}'. In former
days she was supposed to be possessed

of some power over evil spirits and by
her incantations and dances combined
with some skill in the use of the Korean
“chim” (the Korean doctor’s chief sur-

gical instrument) she had earned consider-

able money. A child in the neighbor-

hood fell sick and this old w'otnan was
called upon to save its life. Instead of

going as a sorceress this time, she first

prayed and so went to see the child.

The child recovered and the grateful

parents sent around a small sum which
also helped to build this church. When
I asked for the leader I was told that he

had taken the deeds of what fields he

still owned and had gone to try and
realize some money on them to buy food

with; the wife had taken the little child

and gone to her parents’ home
;
the old

mother had gone to a rich man’s house
to beg.; aud the sou and daughter-in-law

later returned from gathering wTeeds, upon
which they were subsisting. I found
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other members of this group had doue
the same thing, some going to rich rela-

tives, some to their former home
; and

all were very hard up. Despite all these
outward adverse circumstances, fourteen
communicants gathered around our
Lord’s table, four received baptism, and
seven were admitted as catechumens.
All were happy in their new church
home. One said it was surely the Lord’s
leading that had enabled them to get the
building done before the hail storm came.
This group has now seven baptized
members and some twenty catechumens.

HELPER AND LEADERS IN PAI CHUN.

'J'he people of Pai Chun district are
almost all of them in debt as a re-

sult of the famine. There are probably
ioo men in that district who owe about
$20 each, and as the rate of interest is

five per cent per month many are able

only to pay the interest year by year.

I did not expect that they could do
much, but as Helper Kim is to leave us
and it is desirable to have another man
on the circuit, I concluded to ask the

people to do what they could towards
supporting him. In a few places but
little enthusiasm was manifested, but
in others the subscriptions were made
gladly, in many instances every member
of the family contributing something.
The group at Pai Chun magistracy sub-

scribed the largest amount, $3.65 per
month Korean. Mr. Pang the butcher
has a large family and his subscription

was the largest, being 80 odd cents,

each child’s name beiug enrolled for 5
or 10 cents per month. The marriage
of Mr. Pang’s daughter last week was
unique in that the daughter of a butch-

er was married to the son of a yangban.
I am safe in saying that there has not been
such a wedding in Korea for 500 years

(it was about that long ago that the

butchers were degraded), and the un-

usual wedding can only be accounted
for by the fact that the parents of the con-

tracting parties were Christians. But
to return to the matter of the helper

—

the people have subscribed some $11.50
Korean money. I would like the station

to grant five yen per month to make up
the salary, and to sanction the appoint-

ment of ^Yu Chi Heung as the new
helper. Mr. Yu has an excellent record

as a Christian and a worker and the
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Church group at Ta Sa-mull is a result
of his labors. All the leaders with whom
I conferred felt that he was the best man
available.

The formal appointment of Mr. Kim
at Kampaoni, Mr. Youn at Parukai. and
Mr. Yi at Muhakkol as Yung Su or
leader gratified the people. These
brethren have done the work of leader
for several years ana the title was de-
served. Forty three adults and 20 chil-
dren were baptized and theexaminations
brought out many interesting exper-
iences. One woman had been a believer
eight years. One of the men baptized
had been a believer for seven years, two
for six, two for five, ten for four, four-
teen for three, thirteen for two, and one
for one year, making an average of 3)4
years for the 42 baptized. Those who
cannot read are slow sometimes in get-
ting hold of the truth, but I feel that
the probability of falling away is small
for those who have been on probation
so long.

There were very few candidates for
the catechumenate, only 1

1
presenting

themselves.

Leader Kim at Kampaoni has been
conducting a night school and five

women there have learned to read.

Respectfully submitted,
S. F. Moore.

Seoul, Dec. 11th, 1903.

“AN HISTORICAL ITEM.”

From Annual Report of Miss. E. L.

Shields, September, 1903.

Jn December I begun weekly lessons in

calisthenics, with simple talks on
physiology and hygiene, at the girls’

school. In March I added geography
lessons, studying the map of Korea
first and particularly. The pupils are
dear children and are so much interested
in their work that it is a pleasure to be
with them. For fear a valuable item of

history might be lost, permit me to say
that Ivory Soap with the usual accom-
paniments was introduced and recom-
mended ! All have not yet attained

the ideal conditions which would
naturally follow a vigorous use of this

favorite soap, but improvement has been
observed, and I think the future holds
more in store for us.
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NEW WORK IN THE CHUNG CHONG
MOUNTAINS.

From Monthly Report of Rev. F. S.

Miller
,
December, 1903.

'Jhie next day we went twenty miles east

to Po Ju Ri. To reach it we crossed two
passes so high that we talked of sleep-

ing on the last one with stones for pil-

lows, to see if the angels could not come
down without a ladder. We could not

get a coolie to carry our bicycles over
that pass, and had to shoulder them our-

selves
;

it was too steep and rough to

even push them. We reproached the

coolies at the foot of the pass for want
of enterprise in refusing to make some
extra money, but wanted to apologize to

them before we were half way up.

An hour after dark, after pushing and
carryiug our wheels for six miles, we
reached our destination, deep among the

mountains. We could understand what
a new missionary said to Dr. Moffett on
his first trip with him among the moun-
tains of Pyeng An, “When there are

so many people on the plains, why in

the world do you come in here for them ? ’’

But the ways of the Spirit are past find-

ing out: “the wind bloweth where it

listeth.”

A year and a half ago we gave some
leaflets on “How to be free from anxiety
even in a famine year” to the people of

the Sin Tai group to distribute as they

travelled here and there on their busi-

ness. Mr. Yun, of that group, met a

company of men and boys gathering wild

cherries on the pass above Po Ju Ri. He
gave them some of the leaflets and told

them of the freedom from care he had
found in Jesus. From that effort grew
this group.

On Sabbath we had thirty at the fleet-

ing, arid an off-spring group has already

been semi-organized at a village three
miles away. We examined and admit-
ted eight persons to the catechumeuate.
They have bought a house to use for a

church, and have moved a Christian
from Sin Tai to be their teacher. He
does not know much, but he knows more
than they do.

We had not intended to go deeper into

the mountains this trip, but while at Po
Ju Ri we heard of a group at Kong Nim,
twenty-seven miles further east. A
member of that group, who happened (?)

to visit Po Ju Ri without thought of

meeting us there, seemed so promising
that we could not resist the temptation
to visit them.
About dusk we entered a canon three

miles up which lay the village. Darkness
overtook us amid a confusion of rocks
and stones and rushing water, so it was
with thankful hearts that we met sever-

al men with torches sent to conduct us
in. The word that we had arrived was
passed on up the gorge and soon twenty
men and boys appeared, half with flam-

ing torches and half prepared to relieve

our weary coolies of their loads and the
bicycle pushers of their wheels. Up, up
we went in the flare and smoke of the
pine knots. Presently a stately gate
loomed up in the darkness. ‘‘What gate

is this?” “The gate of the Kong Nim
monastery. We live on and farm the

monastery property.” That does not

sound at all propitious for the group,
but with God all things are possible.

Our work is to get them so inspired

with faith and zeal that if eviction

is threatened they will leave home and
all for Christ’s sake.

We found a group of some thirty here,

mostly young men, aud while we do not
know how much they are professing

Christ as protection against a certain

gentleman in the neighborhood who has

so robbed the monastery and villages

that the former is about bankrupt, yet

this is our opportunity and we must
make the most of it.

SYEN CHYEN WOMEN AND BABIES.

From the Personal Report of Mrs. A.

M. Sharrocks, September, 1903.

'Y^Then I was a little girl and had to

commit the Psalms and para-

phrases I remember learning :

—
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Thick darkness brooded o’er the
deep,

God said “Let there be light,”

The light shone forth with smiling ray

And scattered ancient night.

These words come tome over and over
as I look into the faces of the Christian

women of Korea. Little by little,

brighter and clearer and broader has the

light shone into the darkness which en-
veloped them until now many of them
are walking in the “light which shineth
more and more unto the perfect day,”
At first it is but a glimmer. They have
been taught that they are not worthy of

notice, so how could this gospel of light

be for them. But, oh, they want it,

they need it so. they have been told it is

for women too, and so the}' reach out
longingly until they know a little about
it, and soon they learn to read and study
it for themselves, and by degrees out of

their eyes, those “windows of the soul,”

shines a steady ray, and “ancient night”
in their case has fled forever, for they
are “walking in .the beautiful light of

God.”
In the Thursday meeting for women

one can almost see them grow in know-
ledge from week to week, and their in-

terest deepens as they together search
out the truths of the Word. It requires
some,planning for many of the women
to attend, so in order not to interfere

with the home duties too much we have
promised not to allow the study to far

exceed one hour.

Visiting in the homes and giving a

personal invitation to come to the meet-
ing seems an effective way to win their

attendance
;

though perhaps a way
which has proven more effective still

has been to hold the men responsible for

their wives’ attendance on the meeting
held expressly for the women of the

church.
One Sabbath one of the women noticed

that all the women of our household
were at Sabbath School, and asked “Who
is caring for the babies today?” I

answered “Their father stayed with
them. Is not that a good custom?”
“Example is better than precept.” But
the men are learning to give the women
more opportunities to attend worship
and study. They too watch the house
while the mothers go to church or
prayer-meeting. As the babies general-
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ly go along on the mothers’ backs, their
duties are lighter.

We are trying to teach that from the
wives of the helpers and deacons we
naturally expect more, and this is an in-

centive to those men to teach their
wives. The remark was made to one of
the helpers, “Your wife has not attended
the Thursday meeting for some time.
Is that a good example for a helper’s
wife?” The hint was sufficient, and she
has been attending regularly since.

Later we said to him “Your wife has the
ability to make a good teacher. Will you
help instruct her that she may take a
class in the Sabbath School?” And, al-

though theirs is a busy household, this

man is doing all he can each day that his

wife niay grow in knowledge and be a

help to others. •

'Four of our women seem gifted in a

special way to be a help and inspiration.

Choi Si is a most promising Bible wom-
an. With her natural dignity and wide
knowledge she receives the respect of all,

even though she is young to hold the
position of responsiblity a Bible woman
commands. Kang Si the women call

“our mother” and she does seem like a

mother to all. They heed what she says

and seem ever to hold her in loving re-

gard. Kil Si is a home keeper. To-
gether she and her husband daily study
God’s Word, and she teaches a Sabbath
School class. Their home is the abode
of peace and unity. When the long
desired baby came last month he found a

little wardrobe awaiting him after the

approved manner of American babies.

Had ever such a thing happened to a

Korean baby before? And Kim Kui
Ban ! One has but to look into her face,

beaming with love and good will for all,

to love her. Her passion for souls is an

inspiration to us all. Several times I

have seen her in front of a heathen

home and caught the stray words, “The
Heavenly Father,” “The Loving Jesus,”

“forgiveness of sins,” and I knew that

Kim Kui Ban was doing what is more to

her than meat and drink, preaching the

glad tidings. Indeed it is life itself to

her, for when told it would be better for

her to stay at home during inclement

weather, being a great sufferer from

rheumatism, she answered “Oh, ask me
not^o. It is only while preaching that

I forget the pain.”
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Others of the women have less oppor-

tunity for preaching, owing to family

cares, but most of them preach to their

heathen sisters and invite them to

church. Owing to their earnestness,

resulting in many believing, our work
is of necessity confined to teaching be-

lievers. The more they are taught, -the

better prepared they are to tell others.

The home life too is a constant

witness. “I uever saw anything like

these Christians,” said one heathen
woman, ‘‘they are so deeply interested

in each other. They give to the needy,

they help bury the dead, they are like

one family.” Certainly some Christ-

ians in the neighborhood had been let-

ting their light shine.

There have been moreopportunities to

give the women practical lessons in

caring for their children. Baths are

not the rarity they have been. More
of them buy soap from us, and there are

several babies in Syen Chyun, not in

the foreigners’ homes, who have a bath
every day. We begin with the new babies

appearing upon the scene before the

newcomer is twenty-four hours old.

Yun Si is a great help. If we are too

busy, we can send her to a home and
she teaches them the many little things

which add to their comfort and help

them in caring for the little one. Some-
times when visiting I have felt a little

uncomfortable when Yun Si exclaims

“What a dirty head your baby has ! Do
you never bathe him ?” The mother
will say in defence ‘‘The baby will die

if I bathe it.” And then Yun Si says

with scorn ‘‘Die! Do the foreign ba-

bies die, and they are washed every
day?” Then a lecture follows on the

merits of water.

One mother lost her baby, and we,

hearing of it immediately, asked if they

would not like a little service. They
seemed grateful for the suggestion

Hitherto the babies who have died have
been buried so soon after that we never

have had an opportunity to teach them
differently. Usually the little form is

picked up as it is, rolled in a piece of old

matting, and buried without ceremony.
This little one died on Thursday morn-
ing, so after the meeting that afternoon

many of the women accompanied us to

the house. The baby had been placed

in a box made by the father. As there
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were no flowers, we covered up the
plain boards with leaves. The elder

read the chapter on immortality aud we
sang ‘‘Jesus loves me” and ‘‘Precious

Jewels.” After reading the verse,
‘‘Suffer the little childreu to come unto
me,” and offering prayer, the little box
was carried out. Then the mother, who
had sat silently weeping through it

all, spoke. “Oh, had this happened
before I believed, then m37 heart
would be sad indeed

;
but now I feel the

assurance that my bab}7 is in heaven.”
‘‘Yes,” the women assured her, ‘‘You
will see >

Tour dear one again, and she will

never know an37thing of trouble nor
sorrow nor paiu : so grieve not for her.”

So the year has passed, full of the
little things which all tend, we hope, to

help build the great plan of the Lord’s
work for the advancement of Christ’s

Kingdom.

SAXIE CLASSES.

From Annual Report of Mrs.

H. G. Underwood, September
, 1903.

was delighted on my return (from
America) to find the women still

so earnest and devoted, and feel most
grateful to Miss Wambold who has

cared for and visited them so assiduous-

ly in my absence. They have been at-

tending Bible classes on Tuesdays at our
house and Wednesdays at the Mohwa-
kwan dispensary all winter. The meet-
ings at the dispensary were better at-

tended than at our house, but the latter

have been steadily growing and the

women are now bringing their heathen
neighbors. The saxie evening classes

which I have started in the two
neighborhoods have been carried on
with great success. Two entirety dif-

ferent sets of girls were thus reached.

They all were delighted to come and ex-

pressed the warmest gratitude to me for

having night meetings for them. A
cavfee for congratulation is the knowledge
of the New Testament and of Christian

doctrine which I found these girls pos-

sessed, showing they had been carefully

taught at home. Their parents, wisely

I think, object to their going out to

public religious services. Out of about

26 girls all but two could read.
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TRUE, GOOD MEN.

From Annual Report of Dr. S. A.

Moffett, September, 1903.

(JNE new feature of the country work
this year is the privilege granted to

the Helpers by the Annual Meeting of

the Leaders of the Churches by which
they secure an additional month for

study. I had the Helpers with tne for

two weeks iu the spring for study in the

cour§e for Helpers, and expect to have
them for another two weeks. To these

Helpers is due the greatest credit for the

work accomplished. They are true, good
men, consecrated and zealous, working
faithfully and enthusiastically on insuf-

ficient salaries. None of them are able

to support their families on what they7

receive from their salaries alone.

CHANGSIE OMINI.

By Dr. Eva H. Field.

JUST at the close of the woman’s Bible

Class in January, 1900, a timid

looking woman appeared at our door
with a note from one of the missionaries,

saying that the bearer would like to be
our cook. On inquiry she said that she

knew absolutely nothing but would like

to learn
;
so we made a bargain and she

came into our household.

She was dressed all iu white, which in

Korea is the badge of mourniug, and
later on we found that when she was 29
she became a widow, and that her hus-

band, her own mother, and her mother-
in-law all had died within a few weeks
of each other. Two little ones were left

her, a girl seven months, Goody they

called her because she did not cry, and a

boy three and a half years.

“Oh how many times I wished I were
dead’’ she told me, and of the days and
nights that she cried without ceasing;

for what could she do?
The weary years passed by and then

one day7 she heard of the Jesus Church;
but she heard many times before she had
courage to go and hear for herself.

One day she did go and bow ashamed
she was of it. But she went again, and
why? Because they told her that she

could be happy again if she believed in.

Jesus, who bore all our sorrows. So she
continued goiug to the little church and
finally gave her heart to the Lord, who,
true to His promise, took away her sor-

row and gave her the peace for' which
she had been longing.

One instance in her early days in our
home will illustrate her conscientious
faithfulness. For a number of times I

went to the kitchen at flight and helped
her set the bread. When I was sure
that she knew how I told her she could
do it alone. “Oh,” she said, “I’m so
afraid it won’t be good, it I do it alone;’’

but I did not help her and the next
morning found, as had been expected,
that it turned out beautifully. On in-

quiry I learned that she had lain awake
all night, wondering and anxious lest

it should not turn out well.

When she came to us she knew only

a little of her Bible and could not read ;

but she has learned, and a year and a half

a go I took her with me on a long country
trip where we were holding classes, prin-

cipally7 among women who had been
Christians for a number of years, It

was an experiment. As we needed an-

other Bible woman, I thought she might
be led into the work; but she seemed un-

willing to teach because she thought the

others knew more than she did, and she

was not in her element, as I found later.

When we returned to Seoul she went on
with the housework, and then again last

spring went out with Miss Barrett and
me for a trip among less developed
churches, where she did better. Last
summer she went to Pyeng Yang with

me, and, as I was visiting, she had most
of her time for Bible study, and improv-

ed it. When the word came to spend
three months in Taiku and one iu Fu-
san, she consented to accompany me, and
there she shone. . Part of the work in

Taiku city was visiting in the homes of

Christiaus, who had been notified of

our intended visit, that they might in-

vite in their heathen neighbors. And
how she did preach to them. But it was
not until we went to the country that I

discovered her especial ability.

The first day we traveled 90 li

,

reach-

ing the place about dark. No foreign

woman had visited the place, so the house
and court yard were thronged with wo-
men and children. After my supper I
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went out on tbe porch to meet the wo-
men, as they could not get into the room.

I talked to them a few minutes, but they

were all strange and did not understand
me well. So Chaugsie Omini talked uu-

til late, and the next morning they be-

gan coming at half past sevqn and kept

coming and going until we left at 12:30.

There must have been at least 150 wo-
men who heard her preaching that morn-
ing, and she kept it up almost continu-

ously. When I grew weary of the crowds
and suggested that we send them away,
she would say “Oh I like the crowds.
Itgivesoneanopportunity to tell them of

Jesus,” and would shecontinue until, after

they were gone, she would throw
herself on the floor with the remark
“I’m drunk from seeing so many people.”

Leaving this place at noon, we went a

few miles to another village, where the

experience was repeated and the people

came in such crowds that there was no
time for rest. My endurance was less

than hers, and at times I would fasten

the doors to keep the people out while I

rested ; and then I could hear her preach-

ing to the women who stood watching
her while she prepared the food. .These

women, who are hearing the Gospel for

the first time, often seem to be quietly

listening, when suddenly the speaker is

interrupted with “what is your age?”
“I’m forty” is the reply and the preach-

ing is continued for a few moments,
when another says “How many children

have you?” “Two” she replies ana
continues preaching. “Have you a

daughter-in-law?” “Yes,” she quietly

says, and still the preaching goes on.

Interruption after interruption comes
which make me feel like saying “Be
quiet until after we are through preach-

ing
;

” but, after all, the quiet, patient

answers tell the most. Sometimes the

impudent question “how much money
do you get for preaching this doctrine?”
is asked, and then she replies “I am not

paid for preaching. I’m only the lady’s

servant, and I’m telling you of Jesus be-

cause He has taken away my sins and I

want him to take yours away too.”

As yet she has not been employed as a

Bible Woman, and does not wish to be,

her reason being that she wishes to be

in a position where she cannot be accused

of preaching for money.
How happy she was when from among

her crowd of listeners one would decide
to be a Christian. We feel that there

are a number from among those that

listened who now have their names writ-

ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life as a

result of her earnest efforts.

Changsie Omiui is but one of the re-

sults of the preaching of the Gospel in

Korea. We rejoice that some of Korea’s
women have learned of the true life and
happiness; and what shall be done for

the thousands of others, whose lives may
be transformed by the light if only the
Gospel message is given to them?

PERSONAL REPORT.

Of Rev. Cyril Ross, September, 1903

JJy the decision of last Annual Meeting
Mrs. Ross and I were transferred

from Fusan to Syen Chun. October
7th., three days after the close of the

meeting, I wras in Fusan packing furn-

iture, and by October 1 ith. all the

household goods were moved. Follow-

ing this domestic event it was my
privilege to make a farewell visit to all

my groups, with one exception. Octo-
ber 16th. to 29th. was employed in this

w'ay, ten catechumens being received

and two persons baptized. I do not

know which was the harder, the leaving

of America in the first place, or the

leaving of these later loved ones, to

whom I had become attached through a

period of sixty months of service.

November 4th to 14th was occupied

in a trip to Nagasaki, visiting Mrs.
Ross and Lilian before going north.

November 7th little Albert Lome Ross
opened his eyes and beheld the rays of

sunlight for the first time. A week
later Lilian and I were saying “good-
bye” to her mother and wee brother,

and the following day returned to Fu-
san. Here Mrs. Sidebotham by pre-

vious arrangement kindly assumed the

oversight of Lilian while I went on the

way north. Mrs. Ross returned to

Korea a month later, going to Seoul for

the winter, after securing Lilian from
Fusan.
Ten days after leaving Fusan, and

exactly one mouth before Christmas,

it was my privilege to behold the well

favored little station nestled among the

northern hills. The following evening
was the midweek prayer-meeting, and
What a sea of faces I beheld! Some two
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hundred persons gathered on a week
night for prayer and study of the Word!
It was an inspiration. Setting this

against the fact of separation from my
family, it seemed as good a compensation
as I could find. But I had hurried too

much in coming from Pyeng Yang, try-

ing to get to my new work not later

than a month before Christmas. The
trip was made as desired, though one
day I was awake for twenty-two hours,

arising at 2 a. m. and travelling to mid-
night. By so doing I was able to spend
a Sunday with the group of Christians

at Anju and on Monday set out so as to

finish the second half of the trip by the

assigned date. However, here in Korea,
the proverb, “More haste, less speed,’’

is truer even than in the west. My
night travel in the cold winds the last

part of November brought on a severe
cold which unfitted me for work for

several days and was only thrown off

entirely with the passing away of

the winter.

One soon finds something to do in

Syen Chun. No one’s appetite fails him
there for lack of work. While in the

south the worker has to be pushing the

work, or everything seems to stand still,

here the order of things is for the work
to push the worker until he has to rest

from sheer exhaustion and until he has

long passed unconsciously the weary
point from which he easily recuperates

in a few hours. This is so because the

work is such an inspiration that one for-

gets his physical limitations under the
delightful influence of a spiritual impetus.

But, to turn our attention to the year’s

work a little in detail, let us notice

First : Daily Bible instruction in the

boy’s school. This work was taken up
after the close of the Training Class in

Syen Chun, February 18th. In addition

to a dozen of the most advanced school-

boys, it is my privilege to have Dr.

Sharrocks’ young medical students at-

tend. While there is considerable dif-

ference in theages(from eleven to twenty-

two), there is apparently not such a dif-

ference in ability to receive the instruc-

tion. As all the boys have studied a

Gospel, and someof them all the Gospels,

it was decided to take up a course of

study in the book of Acts. I need
hardly say what pleasure a teacher is af-

forded in working with such a class, all

being able to read some Chinese, as well
as the native script, and all being Christ-
ians and desirous of making progress.
Here is inspiration ready at hand. More
and more one is convinced while teach-
ing the Word to Koreans that the Bible
is pre-eminently the Word to them and
the Word of God. Often have I said to

myself “I wish I had studied this pas-

sage more itself in the limited time for

study, and the commentary less. The
Koreans want the Bible, and they want
it as pure as they can get it. Year by
year some of these boys go to the Pyeng
Yang Academy, and we are looking to

some of them to supply the ranks of our
first ordained men. Some older men
may be ordained before them, but these
will be among the first men prepared in

regular fuller course.

Second: Friday evenings, instruction

to Sunday School teachers. Beginning
this the same week I arrived in Syen
Chun, it has become one of the most
delightful of my duties while at home.
Occasionally we have with us in addi-

tion to the one dozen regular teachers a

a helper, a colporter, or teacher from
some group. I do not know of any ef-

fort which it is my privilege to put forth

that yields presumably as immediate and
as satisfactory results as this. Eveu the
Preaching of a sermon, which seems to be
the most direct effort possible, may not

reach the congregation as a whole
nearly as well as this careful teaching
of those who in their own way will

press the message home. As that man
so full of common sense, Mr. Moody,
said, “I would rather set ten men to

work than to do the work of ten men
myself.” The largest classes these

teachers are instructing number twenty-
five to forty-five persons.

Third: Sunday mornings, superin-

tending Sunday School. This branch
of work was put into my hands about
New Years. The books which contain

the record of attendance have an enroll-

ment of 459 persons, or 287 men and
boys and 172 women and girls. This
implies just what is the fact, that the

Sunday School is the church studying the

Bible. It is not a limited number of

children with a few ladies and an occa-

sional gentleman for teachers. Our t

people of any age are not above going to

Sunday School and studying the Word e
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at the same time and place the children

do. For some months we had been

finding our church building too limited

alike for the Sunday School and the

church. This fact was particularly

emphasized during the women’s train-

ing class in April. Fortunately the

girls’ school buildings were repaired and
adjusted. in such a way for the women’s
class that afterwards they could be per-

manently used for Sunday School. So,

very naturally it came about that the

women meet Sunday mornings in the

girls’ school rooms, and we have the

whole church for the different classes

of men and boys.

Fourth: Sunday afternoons, regular

attendance at and participation in pub-
lic worship, as well as preachiug in

turn. Mr. Whittemore and I took turns

in preaching with a few of our most ad-

vanced Christians. We are grateful for

having four or five men who are good
expounders of Scripture. Of course
there are many more who can make
helpful addresses, but here we have
reference to the pteaching of a sermon
at public worship.

Fifth : Oversight of the Bible colport-

er. The colporter has been devoting his

time to distribution of biblical and re-

ligious literature in the eastern and
northern parts of the province. Espe-
cially good sales have been effected in

the district of Chosan and neighboring
parts. So much so in fact that, though
the agent was sent with two pony loads

of books with a view o‘f reaching the
farthest points, all his stock was dispos-

ed of before coming to his destination.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst

after righteousness. Surely an earnest
desire to secure the Word itself is a pro-

mise of the oncoming blessing.

Sixth: Oversight of the helper. Kang
Chei Kun is now rounding out his first

year of service. He is an earnest pains-

taking worker, and has made the two
trips with me over the entire eastern

groups last winter and this spring. In ad-

dition to this, while 1 was absent at Kan-
gei for a month and a half he revisited

the groups under his charge and made a

trip to points in the vicinity of the pro-

vincial capital. After our spring trip

together he went on alone a second time
to these parts on the border of the south-

ern province. There are now reported

to be believers in six different places in

the vicinity of the capital of the pro-
vince. While most of these places have
only two or three people who are keep-
ing Sabbath, one place visited by us last

January has seven.

Seventh: Workers’ Conference at

Syen Chun. The different helpers,
pioneer evangelists, and several leaders
of groups met for a spiritual uplift and
conference for two days this spring in

Syen Chun. The first hour of the
morning and afternoon were each devot-
ed to Bible study and prayer, followed
by an hour and a half of conference.
“How to promote efficiency in service”
and “How to prepare and deliver an ad-
dress” were among the subjects con-
sidered. From personal experience I

can testify to receiving help from a

consciousness of being used to help
these earnest workers.

Eighth: The training class at Euiju.
Nine days werespent here from January
13th. to 24th. Though very cold at the
time of travelling there, the weather
moderated later, and by the time we
were returning home we had to walk
through melted snow and mud. Some
300 men were in attendance, making
three divisions. As one of the helpers
who was to assist Mr. Whittemore and
myself was called away on urgent
business, and as the lowest division was
not pleased to be without any instruc-

tion from a foreigner, I took, in ad-

dition to my work for the advanced
workers, a more general class, which
embraced the second and third divisions.

The study in John 14 and 15 was in-

teresting with some 150 present, but the
work in F'irst Timothy with 25 picked
men was an inspiration. Mr. Whitte-
more and I took turns in leading the

evening meetings, taking up such
practical themes as “Offerings,” “The
Christian idea of marriage in contrast

with heathen custom,” &c., &c. It

was the first large trainiug class I had
ever attended and I shall long remember
its inspiring influences.

Ninth : The trainiug class at Syen
Chun. Here our class was held for

thirteen days, February 3rd. to 16th.

There must have been between 400 and
450 at some of the crowded services.

As it was, we had too many for our ac-

commodations. What an inspiration it
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is to have the work pushing the plant,

rather than having a plant erected in

the hope of having a work to push. In

this class I tried to carry the second
division over a bird’s eye view of the

Gospel of Matthew, an attempt on a

small scale of what has been called of

late years in America the synthetical

method of Bible study. However, in-

stead of the busy workers reading a book
at a sitting, we took up about two chap-
ters a day on an average, dwelling only
on fundamentals. Many and many a

time a student endeavored to get to the
more minute study of single isolated

texts, not havingstudied by this method
formerly. The placing of many texts

in their context was doubtless helpful to

all. But, as at Euiju, the more interest-

ing class was again that consisting of

the helpers and leaders. This time we
studied First Thessalonians. All the

Koreans I have so far met w’ho have ex-

pressed themselves appear to believe in

the imminence of the coming of Christ.

It is a cause of congratulation that no
theological argumentation has consumed
their thoughts on this theme. Among
the many who came to this class; all

paying their own expenses, were three

men from Kangei, 700 li to the north

(233 miles). They came eleven days on
foot, crossing many a mountain in the

cold, to study the incomparable Book.
Tenth: Manchuria. Two days, in-

cluding three evenings, w'ere spent w'ith

this group of Koreans on the borders of

Manchuria. Some of them by living

among the Chinese are able to speak
their tongue. May we express a hope
that they will become missionaries to

the Chinese about them. A short por-

tion of this time was given to examina-
tions, which proved helpful in determin-

ing the theme for Bible study. I do not

know that, among man}7 cordial recep-

tions in many places I ever had a more
cordial one than in this group, some
twenty miles over the Korean border

into China. Two of the Christians came
out the 70 li to show us the road in, and
it was well that they did, for, having no
knowledge of Chinese, we would have
had difficulty in finding a small place

which was not even a village but just a

^ew scattered huts on the hill sides. It
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is with no small pleasure that I look for-

ward to revisiting them at as early a
date as may be after Mission meeting.

Eleventh : Kangei. Six days were
spent here, during four of which we had
a class, from the 24th to the 29th of

March. Like the group in Manchu-
ria, these Christians have been visited

only twice before by a missionary. As
it was out of the question for any single

lady to visit this distant place yet, and
there were some twenty women who
were willing to listen, I felt it incum-
bent upon me to give them a full half

share of attention. In order to do this,

I thiuk they received more tlian half.

It was better so, for the men could un-
derstand so much more readily than the
women in their ignorance of reading.

One old lady, hearing the foreign teach-

er repeatedly placing emphasis on the
matter of every one, young and old, at-

tempting to learn to read, rather lost

her patience. She was a believer and
knew she was and she intended to go to

heaven whether she could read or not.

But the teacher was saying that to hon-
or Christ one must honor His Word, and
to honor His Word one wanted to be
able to read it in order to know it well.

But the old lad}’ had made some futile

effort to learn to read and wras discour-

aged. Consequently, being a little an-

noyed at the importance attached to

reading the Bible, she said to some one
that “the moksa teaches that we must
learn unmuu (the native character) in

order to get to heaven.’’ However she

attended the services faithfully for the

five days. As teaching upon teaching

was little by little sinking in uncon-
sciously, she found herself w’on over to

make a fresh effort. Accordingly the

last meeting we held, as we w’ere saying

farewell, I inquired if she was going to’

learn unmun. “Yes, indeed,” she re-

plied, “I am determined to learn to read,

though I die in the effort.’ ’ Later reports

from the helper and colporter tell of her

good progress. I hope to number her

among my most staunch friends in days

to come. The Holy Spirit of the Living

God is giving honor to the Son in this

northern province and it becomes us to

be clothed in a spirit of humility, rever-

ence, and prayer.
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